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VOTE continued from page 1

RULES continued from page 1

LOCAL Psst! Hafa? You’re in the Local section of the Post – the news that concerns you the most. Do you have a news tip? Feel free to email editor@postguam.com. 

at the expense of people’s lives.”
As of Monday, there were 119 deaths 

linked to COVID-19.
The ease in restrictions, which are 

effective at 8 a.m. today, also allows up 
to 10 people around a table for outdoor 
dining. Prior to the governor’s latest 
order, Executive Order 2020-43, the 
maximum number of people allowed 
at an outdoor restaurant 
table was six.

Christine Baleto, 
chairwoman of the Guam 
Chamber of Commerce 
and a member of the 
governor’s Recovery 
Team, said Monday’s executive order, 
coupled with news of a COVID-19 
vaccine, is encouraging.

“We are appreciative of the gover-
nor’s announcement, which increases 
the capacity of retail establishments to 
50% as well as outdoor dining groups 
to 10 people,” Baleto stated. “As a busi-
ness community, we desire and had 
hoped for other areas, such as indoor 
dining, to be included. However, we are 
encouraged by the governor’s confi-
dence in the numbers and the poten-

tial for more to open in the coming 
weeks with continued low CAR score 
numbers and the arrival of the first 
wave of vaccinations.”
‘The bar community is disappointed’

The executive order doesn’t mention 
bars or indoor dining. A group of bar 
owners have filed a lawsuit against the 
governor, public health and other offi-
cials with the hopes of lifting restric-
tions at bars so they can try to make 

some money and hire 
back the employees they 
couldn’t afford to keep 
on payroll with closures 
since March.

“The bar community 
is disappointed,” said 

Thomas Peinhopf, a local bar owner 
and among the more vocal business-
people in terms of lifting restrictions 
that are binding their ability to reopen 
and earn money.

“It’s been 10 months and we don’t 
expect a positive decision from this 
government anymore. We’re very 
discouraged and don’t understand 
why ... we can’t open,” he said.

“We can take the same steps that 
restaurants have made with outdoor 
service.”

in tax year 2020, any individual who 
retired from GovGuam or the federal 
government and was employed by 
these entities in tax year 2020, any 
nonresident alien, any deceased indi-
vidual and any state or trust. 

“I understand the criticism that this 
isn’t fair,” Lee said regarding the exclu-
sion of current government workers.

“But it also has not been fair that 
while our brothers and sisters in the 
private sector have been laid off, 
furloughed and left to navigate a never-
before-done unemployment program, 
we in the government of Guam and 
in the federal civil service have been 
sitting pretty,” she added. “We’ve been 
getting, many of us, at least 100% of our 
pay this entire year. I think we, who are 
in public service, should really check 
our privilege and sit this one out.”

However, for joint tax filers, if at 
least one individual was a government 
employee in tax year 2020, the program 
can still apply to the individual who was 
not employed by the government. 

Eligibility is also limited to individ-
uals making less than $40,000 in 
adjusted income per year, or less than 
$80,000 in the case of joint filers, and 
for those who filed returns in the tax 

year 2020. There are also alternate tax 
year options available, in case a 2020 
tax return was not submitted.

The program is capped at $30 million 
and will use federal appropriations, 
when applicable and available before 
General Fund moneys are used.

‘We have a chance to act’
Federal COVID-19 aid will expire by 

the end of the year and it’s not known 
when congressional lawmakers will 
authorize another round of relief to 
Americans nationwide.

It’s unclear if GovGuam will have 
$30 million available for the RISE Act 
program, and payouts may not reach 
the $800 and $1,600 thresholds laid 
out in the bill.   

Still, Lee said the legislation presents 
an opportunity to offer assistance.

“We do know at some point in the 
next year, many on our island will feel 
the effects of our continued economic 
recession. We know we didn’t act soon 
enough to plan for the first wave of this 
pandemic, and we know that we have a 
chance to act before the challenges in 
the new year begin,” Lee said.

Speaker Tina Muña Barnes and Sens. 
Joe San Agustin, Kelly Marsh, Amanda 
Shelton, Jose Terlaje, Telena Cruz 
Nelson, Therese Terlaje and Wil Castro 
co-sponsored the measure.

Editorial 
-

what relaxed rules. Page 18

Police: ‘We may  
have next of kin’

By Nick Delgado
nick@postguam.com

Investigators with the Guam Police 
Department could be closer to iden-
tifying the dead man who was pulled 
from the waters off West Hagåtña 
Bay last week.

“We fielded calls and may have 
identified next of kin,” said GPD 
spokesperson Sgt. Paul Tapao.

He did not provide additional 
information, as the case remains 
under investigation. 

Authorities have only stated the 
man was possibly 50 years or older, 
and wearing a white shirt and blue 
jeans.

Police put a call out to the commu-
nity for assistance in confirming the 
victim’s name.

The body was found on Dec. 10 
near the wastewater treatment 
plant by the Hagåtña marina. Spear 
fishermen found the body.

119th fatality was 44 
Guam’s 119th COVID-19-related 

fatality is a 44-year-old man who 
had underlying health conditions. 
The man, a known COVID-19 case, 
died at home at about 5:22 a.m. on 
Dec. 9, according to the Joint Infor-
mation Center Monday. 

“To his family and friends, Jeff, Lt. 
Gov. Josh, and I express our sincer-
est condolences and sympathies. 
We hope you find peace, comfort, 
and love to help you through this 

time of sorrow,” said Gov. Lou Leon 
Guerrero.  

31 new cases of COVID-19
The JIC also reported 31 new 

cases of COVID-19 out of 1,165 tests 
performed by the Department of 
Public Health and Social Services 
on Dec. 13, and tests from other 
labs from Dec. 11 to 13. One case 
was identified through contact 
tracing. Two cases reported recent 
travel history and were identified 
in quarantine. 

(Daily Post Staff)

Delegate recommends 
2 for veteran, 
diplomatic jobs 

Congressman Michael San Nico-
las has recommended to the incom-
ing Biden-Harris administration 
Guam’s retired Brig. Gen. Roderick 
Leon Guerrero as 
deputy secretary 
of Veterans Affairs 
and Shelly Vargas 
Calvo as U.S. 
ambassador to the 
Philippines.

“General Leon 
Guerrero brings 
to the office an 
extensive background of service 
and achievement for Guam and 
the United States, with a stellar 
reputation culminating as the adju-
tant general of the Guam National 
Guard,” San Nicolas stated. Leon 
Guerrero is a lifetime member of 

both the National Guard Associa-
tion of the United States and the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, and in 
2020 was inducted into the Cadet 
Command Hall of Fame in Fort Knox, 
Kentucky.

San Nicolas touted “Shelly Calvo’s 
Filipino-American heritage, exten-
sive networks in domestic and 

international Fili-
pino organizations, 
along with busi-
ness and philan-
thropic success in 
both Guam and the 
Philippines make 
her an ideal candi-
date to reinvigorate 
Philippine-Amer-
ican diplomacy.” 

San Nicolas described Calvo as an 
“entrepreneur, having established 
multiple small businesses and inter-
national businesses on Guam and 
between the Philippines.”

(Daily Post Staff)

Shelly  
Vargas Calvo

Roderick Leon 
Guerrero
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