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LOCAL Psst! Hafa? You’re in the Local section of the Post – the news that concerns you the most. Do you have a news tip? Feel free to email editor@postguam.com. 

By Nick Delgado
nick@postguam.com

The island is receiving more national 
attention after a recent clip on the 
"Co-Main Event" podcast wrapped up 
by speaking highly of the Guam flag.

The podcast, which started in 2012, 
has provided listeners with the inde-
pendent discourse they crave about 
the crazy, dog-eat-dog world of mixed 
martial arts fighting, according to the 
podcast website.

Host Ben Fowlkes, who is also a 
veteran MMA journalist, spoke about 
the U.S. territory's flag as they closed 
out episode 443.

"The other thing I was going to just 

say is, did you notice when Trevin Jones 
got out there to fight, he was flying the 
flag of Guam behind him on the cage. 
Have you taken a good look at Guam's 
flag? Because it is awesome," said 
Fowlkes. "It's this blue flag with a red 
border. Then, in the center it's just like 
palm trees, sailboat, water and a little 
river, and it's just tranquil as s***, man. 
I don't know if I've ever seen a flag that 
just makes me feel as instantly calm 
as this one."

"It's like the opposite of the Montana 
that has the little seal in the center 
that's all about mining and industry," 
said co-host Chad Dundas.

"The Guam flag just says , 'Hey, 
relax. It can't be as important as all 

that.' 'Take 'er easy' is what the Guam 
flag wants to communicate to you," 
Fowlkes said.

"Thanks, Guam flag," Dundas said.
"Thank you," Fowlkes said.
A clip of the recording was circulated 

on social media over the weekend.
Earlier this month, Trevin "5 Star" 

Jones took home the Bantamweight 
Division win over Mario Bautista in 
UFC 259, in Las Vegas, Nevada after 
a second-round knockout.

Foreign land
This latest outside attention Guam 

has received is a turnaround after 
first-time Georgia congresswoman 
Marjorie Taylor Greene mistakenly 
referred to the island as foreign land 

when she railed against federal finan-
cial aid going overseas.

"I'm a regular, normal person. And 
I wanted to take my regular – normal 
person, normal, everyday American 
values, which is: We love our coun-
try. We believe our hard-earned tax 
dollars should just go for America – 
not for what, China, Russia, the Middle 
East, Guam – whatever, wherever," 
said Greene on Feb. 27 at the Conser-
vative Political Action Conference.

Del. Michael San Nicolas said they 
will be paying a visit to her and deliv-
ering Chamorro Chip Cookies as part 
of ongoing outreach to new members 
"to introduce them to our wonderful 
island of Guam."

MMA podcast host: Guam flag 'just tranquil'

By Jolene Toves
jolene@postguam.com

On Friday, the Joint Information 
Center reported that a student who 
attends class in person at Harry S. 
Truman Elementary school had tested 
positive for COVID-19.

That brings to five the number of 
cases of on-campus students who 
have tested positive. A total of 126 
Guam Department of Education 
employees have tested positive.

GDOE has been tracking the number 
of positive COVID-19 cases within the 
island's public schools as they move 
forward with getting more students 
into the classroom next school year.

In an effort to ease the concerns 
of parents, the department shared 

the current risk level of exposure for 
students and staff through GDOE's 
COVID-19 weekly dashboard.

Based on those numbers, Superin-
tendent Jon Fernandez said the risk for 
transmission of the virus within public 
schools is low.

He pointed out that over the last two 

weeks only one student 
has been identified as an 
active case.

"Overall, this has been very sporadic 
and we haven't seen any incidents of 
any spread in the schools. ... There 
aren't that many cases, but when 
there are they seem to be isolated and 
sporadic," said Fernandez.

The positive cases of COVID-19 
reported by GDOE were linked to 

community exposure or were identi-
fied through contact tracing and not 
contracted on school grounds.

He pointed out that GDOE is also 
tracking the number of vaccinations 
reported by employees and presented 
the latest numbers as of March 9.

"We're looking at about 1,400 
school-based employees who are 
fully vaccinated, and then what we 
are going to do is continue to support 
our employees with the vaccination 
efforts once it reopens for first doses," 
he said.

Fernandez has stated that their 
efforts are aligned with ensuring 
parents and students are comfortable 
returning to the classroom next school 
year, as the hard copy module of learn-
ing will no longer be offered.

GDOE: Low risk of COVID-19 transmission in public schools
DASHBOARD: Guam Depart-
ment of Education Superinten-
dent Jon Fernandez recently 
shared an update regarding the 
risk of exposure within the public 
schools, on GDOE's COVID-19 
weekly dashboard. 
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