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NATION Our country ‘tis of thee, sweet land of media content. From politics, endless celebrity headlines to healthcare, it’s in here. Do you have any leads from relatives abroad? Send them to editor@postguam.com.

California to top NY 
as state with most 
COVID-19 deaths

SACRAMENTO, Calif. (Reuters) – 
California on Tuesday was poised to 
surpass New York as the U.S. state 
with the most coronavirus deaths, a 
grim reminder of the pandemic's toll 
even as the vaccine rollout and a sharp 

drop in new cases offer hope that life 
will eventually return to normal.

Fatalities from COVID-19 reached 
44,495 late Monday in California, the 
most populous U.S. state, according 
to a Reuters tally that will be updated 
later on Tuesday. In New York, which 
was especially hard hit in the pandem-
ic's early days, the death toll stood at 
44,693.

"This is a heart-wrenching reminder 

that COVID-19 is a deadly virus, and 
we mourn alongside every Californian 
who has suffered the tragic loss of a 
loved one during this pandemic," Dr. 
Mark Ghaly, head of the state's Health 
& Human Services Agency, said of the 
milestone in an email to Reuters.

Part of the reason for California's 
high death toll is the state's huge 
population: 40 million people. When 
considered in terms of per capita 

deaths, California, with 113 deaths per 
100,000 residents, ranks 32nd in the 
nation. By comparison, New York, with 
248 deaths per 100,000, ranks second 
after New Jersey, which has had about 
230 coronavirus deaths per 100,000 
residents.

Nationwide, new cases and hospi-
talizations from COVID-19 have been 
dropping rapidly while deaths, a 
lagging indicator, have plateaued.

By David Morgan
and Richard Cowan
Reuters

WASHINGTON – A divided U.S. 
Senate voted largely along party 
lines on Tuesday to move ahead with 
Donald Trump's impeachment trial on 
a charge of inciting the deadly assault 
on the Capitol, but conviction appears 
unlikely barring a major shift among 
Republicans.

The Senate voted 56-44 to proceed 
to the first-ever trial of a former pres-
ident, rejecting his defense lawyers' 
argument that Trump was beyond the 
reach of the Senate after having left the 
White House on Jan. 20.

Democrats hope to disqualify Trump 
from ever again holding public office, 
but Tuesday's outcome suggested they 
face long odds. Only six Republican 
senators joined Democrats to vote in 
favor of allowing the trial to take place, 
far short of the 17 needed to secure a 
conviction.

Convicting Trump would require 
a two-thirds majority in the 50-50 
Senate.

The vote capped a dramatic day 
in the Senate chamber. Democratic 
lawmakers serving as prosecutors 
opened the trial with a graphic video 
interspersing images of the Jan. 6 Capi-
tol violence with clips of Trump's incen-
diary speech to a crowd of supporters 
moments earlier urging them to "fight 
like hell" to overturn his Nov. 3 election 
defeat.

Senators, serving as jurors, watched 
as screens showed Trump's followers 
throwing down barriers and hitting 
police officers at the Capitol. The video 
included the moment when police 

guarding the House of 
Representatives cham-
ber fatally shot protester 
Ashli Babbitt, one of five 
people including a police 

officer who died in the rampage.
The mob attacked police, sent 

lawmakers scrambling for safety and 
interrupted the formal congressional 
certification of President Joe Biden's 
victory after Trump had spent two 
months challenging the election results 
based on false claims of widespread 
voting fraud.

"If that's not an impeachment 
offense, then there is no such thing," 
Democratic Rep. Jamie Raskin, who led 
a team of nine House members pros-
ecuting the case, told the assembled 
senators after showing the video.

He wept as he recounted how rela-
tives he brought to the Capitol that day 
to witness the election certification had 
to shelter in an office near the House 
floor, saying: "They thought they were 
going to die."

In contrast to the Democrats' 
emotional presentation, Trump's 
lawyers attacked the process, arguing 
that the proceeding was an unconsti-
tutional, partisan effort to close off 
Trump's political future even after 
he had already departed the White 
House.

"What they really want to accom-
plish here in the name of the Constitu-
tion is to bar Donald Trump from ever 
running for political office again, but 
this is an affront to the Constitution no 
matter who they target today," David 
Schoen, one of Trump's lawyers, told 
senators.

He denounced the "insatiable lust 
for impeachment" among Democrats 
before airing his own video, which 
stitched together clips of various 
Democratic lawmakers calling for 
Trump's impeachment going back to 
2017.

RASKIN: House impeach-
ment managers led by Rep. 
Jamie Raskin (D-MD) arrive 
outside the Senate Chamber 
as the impeachment trial 
of former President Donald 
Trump begins on Capitol Hill 
in Washington, D.C., on Tues-
day. Jonathan Ernst/Reuters

Senate votes to proceed with Trump trial
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WORLD “All the world’s a stage, and all the men and women merely players.” – Jaques. Keep up with nonfictional world players and events in this section. Send us your thoughts to editor@postguam.com.

By Adaobi Tricia Nwaubani
Thomson Reuters Foundation

ABUJA — Nigeria's Ngozi Okon-
jo-Iweala – an elite economist who has 
confronted corruption and kidnappers 
at home and risen to the top ranks of 
the World Bank, is poised to become 
the first woman and first African in 
charge of policing global trade.

Backed by U.S. President Joe Biden 
to lead the World Trade Organization, 
the 66-year-old Harvard graduate was 
dubbed "troublemaker" by friends 
and foes alike in Nigeria for her vigor 
in championing the poor and fighting 
the good fight.

It is a nickname the former finance 
minister was fond of.

"It was a badge of honor. If I was 
regarded as ... trouble to the estab-
lishment because of my desire to clean 
up our public finances and work for a 
better life for Nigerians, then so be it," 
she wrote in her book "Reforming the 
Unreformable."

Daughter of a traditional king, Okon-
jo-Iweala saw her mother kidnapped – 
she had dared to call out corruption in 
the Nigerian oil industry – then stared 
down her captors. They blinked first, 
though full details of the release never 
emerged.

Okonjo-Iweala also received threat-
ening phone calls and ably outma-
neuvered political foes seeking her 
downfall.

All good credentials for a woman 
charged with steering global trade 
back on track and closing the widening 
chasms – be it between China and the 
United States, or rich and poor nations 
– at a time when economic ground 
rules are up for grabs.

Okonjo-Iweala won White House 
backing to lead the embattled WTO 
last week, lifting a block imposed by 
former President Donald Trump after 
a WTO selection panel recommended 
her as chief in October.

(Reuters) — Security forces in 
Myanmar deployed with armored 
vehicles in major cities and cut inter-
net access on Monday after protests 
over this month's coup and the deten-
tion of elected leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi drew hundreds of thousands onto 
the streets.

Suu Kyi's detention on charges of 
illegally importing six walkie-talkie 
radios is due to expire on Monday. 
Her lawyer, Khin Maung Zaw, could 
not be reached for comment on what 
was set to happen.

Police opened fire to disperse 
protesters at a power plant in northern 
Myanmar on Sunday during a ninth day 
of anti-coup demonstrations against 
the Feb. 1 coup, which derailed the 
Southeast Asian country's tentative 
transition to democracy.

As well as mass protests around 
the country, the military rulers are 
facing a strike by government work-
ers, part of a civil disobedience move-
ment that is crippling many of the 
functions of government.

Soldiers were deployed to power 
plants in the northern state of Kachin, 
leading to a confrontation with 
demonstrators, some of whom said 
they believed the army intended to 
cut off the electricity.

The security forces fired to disperse 
protesters outside one plant in the 
state capital, Myitkyina, footage 
broadcast live on Facebook showed, 
although it was not clear if they were 
using rubber bullets or live fire.

On Sunday evening, armored vehi-
cles appeared in the commercial 
capital of Yangon, Myitkyina and 
Sittwe, the capital of Rakhine state, 
the first large-scale rollout of such 
vehicles across the country since the 
coup.

On Monday, more than a dozen 
police trucks with four water cannon 
vehicles were deployed near the Sule 
Pagoda in central Yangon, which has 
been one of the main sites for protests 

in the commercial capital.
The government and army could 

not be reached for comment.
Shortly after midnight, residents 

reported an internet outage. All four 
telecommunications networks were 
inaccessible from about 1 a.m. on 
Monday, they said. In the early days 
after the coup, the internet was cut 
across the country.

The army has been carrying out 
nightly arrests and on Saturday gave 
itself sweeping powers to detain 
people and search private property.

"It's as if the generals have 
declared war on the people," U.N. 
Special Rapporteur Tom Andrews 
said on Twitter.

Italy gets green 
superministry as  
Draghi eyes EU funds

MILAN (Reuters) — Prime Minis-
ter Mario Draghi has put climate 
change at the heart of his plans to 
run Italy by creating a superministry 
to ensure a transition to green energy 
drives recovery and makes full use of 
European Union funds.

Draghi's first job will be to redraft 
Italy's Recovery Plan, which must be 
handed to the European Commission 
by April to tap more than 200 billion 

euros ($240 billion) of funds needed 
to revive the recession-hit economy.

Under an EU agreement, 37% of 
this money must be dedicated to the 
transition to a low carbon economy.

The former European Central Bank 
chief, who took office on Saturday 
as the head of a unity government 
created to steer Italy out of the coro-
navirus crisis and economic slump, 
has picked physicist Roberto Cingo-
lani to head a new ecology transition 
ministry.

"Ours will be an ecological govern-
ment," Draghi told his first Cabinet 
meeting on Saturday.

In his role, Cingolani will take over 

energy matters previously shared 
with other ministries and combine 
them with the environment portfolio.

Chief technology and innovation 
officer at Italian defense group 
Leonardo and a Ferrari board 
member, the 59-year-old has 
worked in top scientific research 
centers in Germany, Italy, Japan 
and the United States, focusing on 
robotics, artificial Intelligence and 
"digital humanities."

His appointment is a sign of 
Draghi's intention to involve experts 
in employing the EU recovery fund 
and picking the right technologies to 
drive long-term development.

Armored vehicles deployed to major 
Myanmar cities after mass protests

YANGON: A 
man on a bike 
takes a picture 
of an armored 
vehicle riding on 
a street during a 
protest against 
the military 
coup, in Yangon, 
Myanmar, on 
Sunday. Reuters

'Troublemaker' 
Okonjo-Iweala 
poised to steer 

global trade
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