
 

JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF GUAM 
REGULAR MEETING 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2020 | 12:00 PM 
GUAM JUDICIAL CENTER 

AND VIA VIDEOCONFERENCE 
  

 
AGENDA 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER  
 
II. PROOF OF DUE NOTICE OF MEETING:  November 12, 2020 
                       November 17, 2020 
      
 
III. DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 
 
IV. READING AND DISPOSAL OF MINUTES:  October 15, 2020 Regular Meeting  
        
V. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Judiciary FY21 Remittances pursuant to P.L. 35-099  
B. Update on Capital Improvement Projects  

                                                                         
VI. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Proposed Amendments to the Superior Court Interim Traffic Court Rules 
B. Update on the Judiciary’s Response to COVID-19 
C. Notice of Next Meeting (December 17, 2020)   

VII. COMMUNICATIONS 
 
VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT  

A. Guam Bar Association – President’s Report 
B. Court Employees Association 

 
IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

A.   Ongoing Litigation 
 

X. ADJOURNMENT 
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LOCAL Psst! Hafa? You’re in the Local section of the Post – the news that concerns you the most. Do you have a news tip? Feel free to email editor@postguam.com. 

The Judicial Council will conduct its monthly meeting on Thursday, November 19, 2020, at 12 
Noon in the Guam Judicial Center, 120 West O’Brien Drive in Hagåtña by video-conference. A 
monitor will  be set up for any members of the public who would like to observe and  offer comments. 
The meeting will also be streamed live on YouTube at  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfnFCWwIlp99fAeh9zi4Q4g/featured The agenda will be 
made available prior to the meeting.
In addition, a request for Executive Session of the Judicial Council of Guam will be made pursuant to 
5 G.C.A. §8111(c)(4) following the discussion of regular meeting agenda items. The agenda for the 
Executive Session will be to discuss ongoing litigation.
Any person(s) needing special accommodations, auxiliary aids or services, please contact the 
Administrator of the Courts at 475-3544, or Petrina M. Ula at 475-3589.

/s/ CHIEF JUSTICE F. PHILIP CARBULLIDO
Chairman     

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF GUAM
Suite 300 Guam Judicial Center

120 West O’Brien Drive
Hagåtña, Guam 96910-5174

Tel: (671) 475-3413   Fax: (671) 475-3140
www.guamcourts.org
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'WE WILL NEVER FORGET': Veterans Day in Palau included a parade where the island 
nation's fallen service members were honored. 

Photo courtesy of the U.S. Embassy on Koror, Palau

COMMEMORATION: Attendees gather for a photo during the Veterans Day commemoration at the American 
Memorial Park in Saipan on Wednesday. 

Photo courtesy of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands governor's office

SIGNAL: An airman signals the pilot of an F-22 Raptor as the aircraft 
is about to take off for a flyover from Andersen Air Force Base on 
Guam. The Air Force conducted a flyover in Guam, Saipan and Palau 
skies for Veterans Day commemorations on Wednesday. 

Photo courtesy of the 36th Wing on Andersen Air Force Base

 OVER THE COCONUT 
TREES: A B-1 Lancer and 

two F-22 Raptors fly by 
over the War in the Pacific 

National Historical Park after 
taking off from Andersen 
Air Force Base during the 

commemoration of Veterans 
Day on Wednesday. Photo 
courtesy of the 36th Wing, 

Andersen Air Force Base

 PALAU: A B1 Lancer 
bomber aircraft, escorted 

by F-22 Raptors fly over the 
Republic of Palau as the 

island nation commemorates 
Veterans Day. Photo courtesy 

of the U.S. Embassy in Palau
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monitor will  be set up for any members of the public who would like to observe and  offer comments. 
The meeting will also be streamed live on YouTube at  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfnFCWwIlp99fAeh9zi4Q4g/featured The agenda will be 
made available prior to the meeting.
In addition, a request for Executive Session of the Judicial Council of Guam will be made pursuant to 
5 G.C.A. §8111(c)(4) following the discussion of regular meeting agenda items. The agenda for the 
Executive Session will be to discuss ongoing litigation.
Any person(s) needing special accommodations, auxiliary aids or services, please contact the 
Administrator of the Courts at 475-3544, or Petrina M. Ula at 475-3589.
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Frank Diego, of Inarajan, and other 
voters who already picked between 
San Nicolas and Underwood shared 
their thoughts on the runoff election’s 
importance.

“If you voted the first time and don’t 
vote again, you’re kind of giving up on 
your first vote. Don’t give up on your 
first vote,” Diego, 51, said. “Sometimes 
you just got to hang in there and finish 
off your work, your duty.”

Diego and his wife were among the 
dozens of voters still waiting in line past 
the noon cutoff time on Monday to vote 
early.

“Your effort on the first time, it will 
be wasted if you don’t vote again,” he 
said. “You want to finish the job. Make 
it count.”

He said he’s never missed an elec-
tion, and told his children to always 
make it a point to vote.

“I try to tell my kids, ‘You can’t really 
say much if you don’t take action. You 
got to do your part. It’s not always 
going to work out, but do your part,’” 
the father of four said.

Jose Gallego and wife Airene, 56, 
said they wanted to make sure they are 
part of the decision-making process to 

determine who will represent Guam in 
D.C.

“It takes a little bit of sacrifice and 
time to vote one more time,” Airene 
Gallego said. “But come out and vote. 
You cannot keep on complaining if you 
don’t vote.”

The couple from Dededo said they 
were not surprised at all that there 
were still people like them in line close 
to the cutoff hour for early voting.

The Gallegos said they want to avoid 
longer lines and bigger crowds on Elec-
tion Day to help protect themselves 
from COVID-19.

“Every single vote counts. We think it 
will be much closer than the three-way 
delegate election,” Jose Gallego said.

No one was turned away if they 
were already in line by noon to vote by 
walk-in or curbside, said Guam Elec-
tion Commission Executive Director 
Maria Pangelinan.

Low voter turnout expected
With the ballots for 10% of Guam’s 

55,880 registered voters already cast, 
there’s still some 50,000 remaining 
voters who have yet to make a choice.

However, some members of GEC and 
political party representatives project 
only between 40% and 45% voter 
turnout for the runoff election, mainly 

because of health and safety concerns 
related to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Pangelinan on Monday reiterated 
her assurance to voters that GEC has 
been making the voting process “as 
safe as we can.”

“There will be curbside voting at 
every polling site. We will sanitize 
all the polling rooms, the frequently 
touched spaces after every voter so 
please come out Tuesday, Nov. 17, 
bring your mask and your black pen, 
and come out and vote in the runoff,” 
Pangelinan said, as she greeted early 
voters in line Monday.

For 13 hours today, from 7 a.m. to 8 
p.m., election precincts will be welcom-
ing voters around the island.

“If you are registered to vote, for the 
general, even though you didn’t vote in 
the general, you’re welcome to come 
out and vote and are eligible to vote,” 
she said.

As of Monday, there were 5,059 
early votes either through curbside or 
walk-in at the GEC office, as well as 
538 homebound votes and about two 
dozen votes from off-island absentee 
ballots received.

Pangelinan said GEC also provided 
homebound voting service to those 
at the Guam Memorial Hospital and 

the government COVID-19 quarantine 
facility.

As of Monday, they haven’t received 
any request from patients at the Guam 
Regional Medical City or anyone from 
the government’s COVID-19 isolation 
facility.

Down to 2
San Nicolas got 13,000 votes in the 

three-way delegate race during the 
Nov. 3 general election but fell short 
of the 50%-plus-one threshold to win 
the seat. 

San Nicolas was only able to corner 
45.95% of the voters who voted in the 
delegate race. He got 3,700 more votes 
than Underwood.

Underwood, the second highest 
vote-getter, received 9,300 votes or 
32.87%.

Republican Sen. Wil Castro landed in 
third place and announced he’s voting 
for Underwood. He got 5,942 votes or 
21% of the votes cast.

Charles Flores, 35, of Agana Heights, 
was among the last-minute early voters 
on Monday and said he’s excited to find 
out the results of the runoff election.

“You should vote because it’s about 
choosing a congressman. Whether 
you’re a Republican or a Democrat, vote,” 
he said. “Exercise your right to vote.”

DECISION continued from page 1

General election turnout 
lowest level since 1950

By Haidee Eugenio Gilbert
haidee@postguam.com

Guam saw its lowest voter turnout 
in 70 years, nearly 52%, during the 
2020 general election amid the coro-
navirus pandemic.

Based on a review of Guam Elec-
tion Commission data, 51.96% is the 
lowest voter turnout since 1950.

This means that only 29,034 voters 
cast their ballots this year out of 
55,880 registered voters.

The other 26,846 or 48% stayed 
home, possibly out of concern about 
catching or spreading the virus that 
causes COVID-19.

GEC Commissioner Patrick 
Civille and GEC Executive Director 
Maria Pangelinan said the COVID-
19 pandemic was the main culprit 

behind the low voter turnout, but they 
welcomed the tremendous early voting 
of nearly 13,000 or 23% of registered 
voters, inclusive of homebound voting 
and ballots mailed in from off island.

Across the nation, the pandemic 
shattered early voting records. A 
record-breaking number of voters 
cast their ballots in advance of Elec-
tion Day to avoid crowds and long lines 
and to decrease their risk of getting or 
spreading the virus.

Civille also said that 2020 being a 
nongubernatorial election year also 
played a part in the voter participation 
rate on Guam.

Guam’s voter turnout has ranged 
from 67% to 92% from 1950 to 2018, 
easily beating the U.S. national voter 
turnout of about 40% to 60%, accord-
ing to Democratic Party of Guam 
Chairwoman Sara Thomas-Nededog.

The 67% voter turnout for Guam 
was recorded in the 2018 gubernato-
rial election and the 2012 election.

compounded by COVID-19. She was 
admitted to GRMC on Nov. 16 and 
tested positive upon admission.

“Our day is filled with sorrow 
as we learn of four more passings 
to COVID-19. May their families 
accept our deepest condolences 
and sympathies,” Gov. Lou Leon 
Guerrero stated in a press release. 
“Too many souls have been lost to 
this virus and too many people have 
been left to grieve. Our vigilance and 
our commitment to protecting each 
other are what will get us through 
this.”

New cases
On Monday night, the JIC reported 

54 new COVID-19 cases out of 757 
tests conducted. 

That brings the island’s total 
number of cases to 6,175 since test-
ing started in March.  

The Department of Corrections 

reported that nine prisoners from 
Post 9 were tested for the novel coro-
navirus after they started exhibiting 
symptoms. DOC Deputy Director 
Robert Camacho said 10 employees 
also were tested. Of those tested, 
seven prisoners and two employees 
were positive.

This brings the total number of 
COVID-19-positive employees to 45 
and prisoners to 99, based on Nov. 
13 numbers. 

GBHWC Crisis Hotline
The Guam Behavioral Health 

and Wellness Center has a crisis 
hotline that is available 24/7 at 
(671) 647-8833/4. For those feel-
ing anxious, stressed, overwhelmed 
or are needing to talk to someone, 
GBHWC has experienced provid-
ers available and ready to assist the 
community with any heightened 
stress and anxiety experienced as a 
result of COVID-19, according to the 
JIC. (Daily Post Staff) 

DEATH TOLL continued from page 1
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